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If you look through the combined view-ond-ronge-finder
eyepiece (figure 1), you will see a light-tinted rectangle in
the center of the window. This is the rongefinder portion
of the view-finder.

When out of focus, the subjects are seen as a double image
(figure 3a). A subject in sharp focus oppears as o single
image in the rectongle (figure 3b).

To bring your subject into sharp focus :

a) Press the infinity lock on the focusing wheel (figure 4)
and rotate the wheel slightly.

k] Continve to rotate the focusing wheel until the double
image in the rongefinder window merges into o single
imoge (figure 3b).

Your subject is now in focus. [f you should want to know the

exact distance from comera to subject, merely look at the

figure on the distance scole, opposite the index maork on the
focusing mount.

For foster, surer focusing: when holding the camera hori-

zontally, focus on vertical lines on the subject ; when holding

the comera vertically, focus on horizontal lines.
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Look through the combined view.ond.range-finder eyepiece.
You will see three bright frames, one inside another, (figure
3], the outermost green-colored one indicating the exact
field of view for 35mm wide angle lenses, the white-colored
one for 50mm normal lenses ond the innermost white one for
105mm telephoto lenses.

Mote that the viewing imoge is life-size ond that the pa-
rallox® for ecch of the three different viewing fields is
indicated by the subsidary corner marks, which should be
used os the frome lines when viewing @ subject at the closer
distance thon 7 ft., so thot the octual pictures will not be
chopped off ot top and side.

* Parallox meons a slight difference in the view field
coverage between that obtained through the view finder
and that through the comera lens and this discrepancy
becomes more pronounced os the subject gets closer to
the camera.




All 13 click-stop shutter speed settings are on o single salecior
dial [figure &), which can be sat before or ofter the shutiar
is wound. Speeds are: 1, 172, 1/4, 1/8, 1 15, 1/30, 1/80,
1/125, 1/250, 1/500, 1/1000, B and T.

The dial turns a full 340° in either direction end con be set
from fastest 1o slowest speads without obstruction.

Mumbers on the Speed Salector Dial represent the actual

shutter speed. For exomple, 125 on the dial represents

1/125 second.

Bulb Exposure : When the dial is set at "B, it will F@main
openfor os long as the shutter relecse button
is held depressed.

Time Exposure : When the shutter button is once pressed al
7" gxposure, the shutter will remain open
even if pressure is removed. To close the
shutter, turn the dial right or left until the B
or 1000 mark posses the index.

For greater convenience when using flash, the dial is color

coded to coincide with the color coding of the Synch Control

(see ""Flash Synchronization’ p. 15 for details).

The calibrated, built-in 5elf-Timer allows you to trip the
shutter in opproximately 3, 6 or 10 seconds, or any inter-
mediate time delay. It con be set before or after winding
the shutter.

To wind the Self-Timer, push the lever down (figure 7). To
start the timer, depress the release button beneath the
lever, When the predetermined time delay haos elapsed,
the shutter is automatically releosed.

Setting the lever neor the nearest dot will give approximately
a 3 second delay ; the next dot, opproximately o & second
deloy ; and setting the lever to the third dot gives
approximately a 10 second delay.

The Mikon Self-Timer is also on ingenious oid for hond-held
enposure at slow shutter speed. Wind the shutter. Set the
Self-Timer for 3 seconds. Press the releaose button, ond then
use the delay to steady the camera with both hands.

Mote that the Self-Timer should not be used for B or T setting.
If relecsed at T, the shutter will remain open unless closed
by moving the Speed Selector Dial off the "'T setting.

If you decide not to vse the Self-Timer after it hos been
wound, toke the picture at the speed you want, using the
shutter button, Mow depress the release button of the Self-

Timer aond let it “'run off".



To set the lens opening (expressed as an "F" number), turn
the diaphragm ring [figure B) 30 that the desired F-number
is opposite the dot on the milled ring of the lens barrel.
F.number markings on standard Nikkor lenses are arranged
s0 thet eoch consecutive marking, starting at the widest
opening, halves the speed of the lens. Shutter speeds oa
the Mikon camera aore similarly arranged. As a result, once
a correct exposure hos been determined, any combination of
correct lens stops and shutter speeds con be easily selected.
For example, if the correct exposure for a given setting is o
F: 1.4 lens opening ot 1/1000 th of a second shutter speed,
F: 2 opening at 1,500 th of o second speed will give the
same exposure on the film ; ond 50 on for the rest of the table.
The following table may be of some assistance in visualizing
the relation between F.numbers and shutter speeds, as ax.
plained above.

F-number 1. 4 2 28| 4 (54| 8B 11 1&
Exposure time
| | I 1 | 1 1 1
(Shutter spead)
T 1000 500 250 125 &0 30 15 B

Depth of Field is the range of distonces between the nearest
and the farthest limits of o subject within which occeptable
imoge shorpness is ottoined. The shorpest imaoge is at the
point at which the lens is focused.

Depth of Field varies with the lens opening (F-number] and
with the distance. The larger the F.number used, the greater
the Depth of Field; in reverse, the smallar the F-number, the
smaller the Depth of Field.

Depth of Field aslo intreases with the distance from comera
to subject. In the Nikon comerao, there is o depth of field
scale (figure ?) engroved directly on the camera itself,
eliminating the need to use seporate tables.

For Example :

Set the 20 foot marking on
the distance scale to the
index dot [see figure 9).
You will note that soch F-
nember i3 indicated on the
scale, once to the right and
once to the left of the in-
dex dot. ‘When you are
toking o picture with an
F: B opening, the distance
indicated by the number
“8" on either side of the
index dot will be 12 feet and obout 50 feet. This meaons that
o picture taken at F: B, with o lens focused at 20 feet, will
show o range of occeptoble shorpness between 12 and 50
feet. The sharpest point will be at the 20 foot distance.

The marking < to be found (figure
10) near the accessory shoe of the
camera indicates the exoct po ition
of the film. It is used when photo-
graphing extreme close.ups.

Measurements from comera 1o sub-
ject should be taken from this point.




Toe remove a standard lens:

1. Set the distonce scale at infinity.
2. Depress the spring cotch (figure 11) with the left thumb.
3, Turn the lens barrel clockwise with the right hond wunfil

the red dot on the borrel meets the red dot oa the

comera body.

Toe mount a standard lens:

1. Set the distance scale ot infinity ;

2. Line up the red dot on the lens borrel and the red dot
on the camera body.

3., Turn counter-clockwise until the lens clicks into position.

To mount wide angle and telephoto lenses :

1. Set the distonce scoles of both comera and lens ot

infinity.

2, Line up the red dots on the comera and lens (figure 12),
and place the lens over the focusing sleeve of the comera.

3. Turn the lens counter-clockwise till it clicks into position
and the safety catch on the lens sets in position.

To remove a wide angle or telephoto lens :

Depressing the safety catch, turn the lens barrel clockwise
until the 2 red dots meet.

Then gently lift the lens from the camera body.

Mote that telephoto lenses should be focused by turning the

knurled ring on the lens barrel rather than by the focusing
wheel on the comera.

When o lens is removed the opening in the comero body
should not be exposed to bright light—especially if the
camera is looded. Coution should be taken to keep out
dust. A comero body caop is availoble on order which can
be used to protect the inside of the comera, when corried
with the lens removed.

To protect the stondard Mikkor lens from demage and dust
when it is corried seporately from the comera, o case and
e rear lens cap should be used. Both ¢aose and cap ore

available on order.
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Turn the semi-circuler lock on the cemera bottom to the
“Open' position (figure 13). The comera bock is then
unlocked and may be completely removed by sliding it off
with the thumb [figure 14).

You will notice that the toke-up spool is fixed, ossuring more
uniform film take-up.

Place o film cortridge or loaded cossette in the left chomber,
s0 that the projection or the outer end of the cossette or
cartridge fits into the guide notch.

Insert the end of the leader of the film inte the slot on the
take-up spool (figure 135) so that the projection in the toke-up
siot catches the perforotion of the film (figure 18).

Rotate the spool in the direction of the film cariridge so that
the film posses under the spocl ond the emulsion side is
wound face out.

Reploce the comero baock ond lock if.
Turn the coller ring (figure 17] on the
shutter release button to A" [Advence)
position™, ond shoot one or two ""blonk™
exposures which will dispose of the
portion of the film exposed during

loading procedure. 'While doing this,

note thot the Rewinding Knob rototes
in the direction opposite the orrow on the knob, indicating
that the film is correctly looded ond is being odvonced. |f
it does not move as indicoted after the first bloank exposure,

gently wind in the direction of the arrow to toke up the film

slock in the cartridge.

“It is important thot the A-R ring on the shutter relecse

button be turned ta A" before the ""blank' shots are made.

12



The Exposure Counter on the Nikon 53 (figure 18) always
ovtomatically returns to one or two spaces before zero when
the comera bock is removed. After loading the camera,
shoot one or two "blank" shots (described under "Loading
the Camera' p. 12), until the counter registers 1. The camera
is now ready for the first shot. Thereofter, the counter will

advante consecutively up to 34,

This feature indicates whether
you have looded a 20 or 36
exXposure mogozine, Move
the indicator pin to chonge

the figures (figure 18).

The Film-Type Reminder Dial (figure 19) on the bottom of the
comera serves oi o reminder of the
type of film (expressed in ASA
spead) with which the comera is
loaded. It con be set for either
color or black and white film.

"“E" represents ""Empty"" ond may be
uvsed to indicate that the cemearo hos

been unloaded,
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The exposed film must be
rewound bock into its original
cartridge or film maogozine.
To rewind the film, turn the
collar ring on the shutter
releose button to the “R"
[rewind) position, lift vp the
rapid rewind (figure 20 from
its position on the rewinding
knob and turn it in the direc-
tion of the arrow.

As the film is being rewound,
a slight resistance will be
felt, and the red dot on the
shutter release button will
revolve,

Keep on winding it until the
resistance stops ond the
dot stops its motion. The
film is now completely in the
magazine and the camera
bock may be opened to re-
move the film from the ca-
mera.

EQdioEy

When a double exposure is intentionally desired, after making
the first exposure, set the ring around the shutter releasing
button to "R, Turn the rewinding knob in the direction
of the arrow, until the shutter releacse button mokes one
complete rotation or slightly over, which con be seen by the
trovel of the red dol.

Then set the ring bock to A" and wind the shutter for the
second exposure. It is not necessary 10 use the same shutter
speed os before.

Mote : The double exposure also operates the oufomatic
exposure counter, so the result is that the indication number
will become one in excess compared with the octual frome

pumber exposed.,
T4 —




table, cppear in the selector
operture (figure 23) adjocent
to the dial, then drop the
ring into plece. By clock.-
wise rotation of the selec-
tor ring the above markings
come into view in the fallow-

ing sequence :

Fxlorlo e

The connecting cord of the
Mikon BC-3 flosh unit should
be plugged into the synchro.-
socket (figure 21) on the
Mikon comera. (This socket
is also used For electronic
flash.)

The Mikon BC-4 flosh unit
fits on the accessory shoe
of the Mikon, maoking in-
stanfaneous connection with
the flash terminal located
in front of the shoe (figure
22), eliminating the need
for connecting cord.

For positive synchronization,
set the synchro-selector ac.
cording to the bulb and
shutter speed used. LiF
up the toothed selector ring
[around the shutter spesad
diﬂ]—figu:re 23), end turn it
until the desired colored
dots and/or figures, as

shown on the following

Fladh Bullk

thitrer  Speed
Moke
———— : i
Clap| @ £
Westing | Sylvonio| Morde wesl
balrirh =
= FH & FP'28& Mg, & Mo, 4§
! Mo, &I | Mo &F
F | SR
F FH S Type SE| F 2 SF
| F 5 |55
-
[ Press | P 5
Mmoo PHS 'Prr".:".‘lTHu 0 | M0
PH '8 | Mo, 3 Mo, 1
| Mo, 5
FH &2 | Typa l.-l.'.'l r S 1 oM
EReLrronic, indfontcesse Tiring

" L ———————

Elecrpair, w=ith Firing deloy

Small FP or F class bulbs are recommended for vse with the
Mikon.

When the 3mall FP bulb is used, select the dot of the color
that matches the colored mumbers on the shutter speed dial,
For example, o shutter speed shown in @ white color will
mafich with OF,

When using F class bulbs, the color of the "F" figure must
coincide with the color of the shutter speed being vsed.

For setting the correct lens aperture, look up the "Guide-
numbers’’ which will be found in the instructions furnished with

yvour flosh unil.

Electronie Flash

Most electronic flosh units are instantaneous, and have no
firing delay. With electronic flash units of this type, set the
speed dial at 60 (or slower) ond the synchro-selector at FX,
a3 shown on the above table. For units which have a firing
delay, the shutter should be set at 30 or slower, according to
the characteristics of the flash unit used.
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First, determine ond then set the combination of shutter speed

ond lens operture you want.

With your left hond, hold and balancez the comera. Now,
using your right hond, place your thumb along side of the film
advonce lever ; middle finger on the focusing wheel ond the
forefinger on the shutter release (see figure 24 and 23).

To remove the cap, depress
the buttons protruded on
either side of it.

Mg o

With o single stroke of the odvance lever (figure 26), the film
is advanced, the shutter is wound, ond the film counter
aperates.

When the winding lever has not been wound completely, the
shutter connot be depressed. Wind it up Once more, this
time fully, then the shutter will operate correctly,

Mow, focus by rotating the focusing wheel with your center
finger, compose your picture in the view finder, and then
shoot by gently depressing the shutter release.

For speeds slower than 1/30 second o tripod or some other
support ond a coble relecse should be used, to avoid any
possibility of jorring the comera.

When the abvance lever is relecsed it will not swing baock
completely into position but will leave a small clecrance for

greater convenience in advancing the film for the next
EXPOSUre.

Mote : There is a bleck dot in the center of the shutter speed
dial. When the shutter is wound, this dot lines up with the
arrow on the outside of the dial. This serves s a convenient
indicator to show thot the shutter hos been wound.

Mote : An outomatic shutter releoss lock prevents accidental
firing of flosh before the shutter is wound. Once the film
hos been odvanced and the shutter relecse fired, the shutter

release cannot be depressed again until the film has been
advanced and the shutter wound.



The Mikon camera will accept any stondard daylight loading
cartridge containing a ready-cut length of 35mm film. The
Mikon cassette (or mogozine) con be looded with a ready-cut
film length or fed from a stock of 35mm.

The cassette (figure 27) consists of outer and inner shells and
o spool. The figures on the bottom of the outer shell are
ASA speed ond are used as an indicater of the speed of the
film in the cassette. The white dot on the edge is the index.
The block figures are for block and white film, ond the red

CIJTER SR IPSER
SHELL SHELL
for caler film. ‘When the film

has been exposed, the red dot
index should replace the white.

To Open the Cassette

Hold the cossette in your left
hand, with botfom showing the
the ASA speeds, away from
you. Depress small button with
a right hond finger, ond furn
the inner shell of the cossette
clockwise (figure 28] uatil the
side openings of both the shells
meet and the inner shell simul-
taneously pops out slightly,
ready to be pulled out (figure
29).

1
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To Load the Cassette

{In the dork room)

Trim the end of the film s0 as to form a tongue to be fed into

the spool. This must not be mode too wide for it has to be
pulled out at the other side of the spool slit when the film
has been exposed and cut away. To load the spool, first
hold it in your left hand with the projecting end toward you.
Thread the film tongue with the right hond (figure 30),
emulsion surface downward, through the larger opening of
the slot in the spool. When the teeth inside grip the film,
wind the film on the spool (emulsion surface in).

Insert the looded spool inte the inner shell, so that the

projecting end fits the opening ot the opposite end. Then
hold the outer shell in your left hond ond slide it over the

inner shell. Be sure the film end extends out of the outer
shell {figure 31).

Push the top of the inner shell until it seafs.
countersclockwisz within the outer shell until you hear two
clicks. The caossette hos now been looded, and is perfectly
light tight, and is ready to be pleced in the film chomber of
the comera.

Then, turm it

Te Unload the Cassette

[In the dark room)

The leaoded
shouvld be
described
spool taken out, the film

cassette
opened as
above, the

uvnrolled and cut off at
the spool [figure 32).

The film end remaining
in the slot should be pulled
out in the opposite direc-
tion from which it was
inserted,

2:}-



A photoeleciric exposure meter is avaoilable which couples
with the shutter speed selector dial of the Mikon 53 and
permits instant setting of the correct time of exposure, when
the meter is adjusted for the prevailing light conditions and
for the aperture setting of the lens.

Insert the Mikon exposure meter into the comero occessory
shoe from the front and slide it in o3 for os it will go. Once
in position, push the exposure meater slightly 1o the laft (figure
33), so thot it disengages from the geer oround the shutter
speed selector. Hold it in this position ond set the speed
dial of the meter at 1000, and turn the comera shutter
selector until the some shutter speed (in this cose 1000) is
brought opposite the index mork, found above the toothed
wheel on the side of the meter. In this position, put the
selector into gear with the wheel.

set the type (speed) of the film being vsed by turning the
ASA disc on the top of the exposure meter,

Turn your camera towards the subject to be photogrophed
ond by revolving the comera shutter speed selector (figure
34) set the F-number scole on the mater to the needle pointer
according to the lens operture selected. The shutter speed
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selector of the camera has now been set at the correct ex.
posure time, ready for phologrophing thot scene.

On the other hond, if @ porticular shutter speed is set on the
shutter speed selector of the comero, the suitable F-number
can be read opposite the pointer of the exposure meter.

In bright light the hinged light-shield with @ small slit should
be lowered, ond the block F-number scale vsed.

In dim light, the shield should be raoised by depressing the
red colored button at the left end of the shield hinge (figure
35), and the F.number scale in red used.

In extremely dim light conditions, sensitivity of the exposure
meter con be increcsed by inserting the booster (omplifier)
cell (figure 348) into the clip on the side of the meter. In this
cose the red F-number scole is also used. However, resetting
of the shutter speed selector must be done in the following
way : Reod the shutter speed figure opposite the supple.
mentary index, which i3 indicated by o small squore morking
+H, and shift that figure to the principal index W by turning
the speed selector of the comera.

When the exposure time required is longer thon one second
the shutter speed selector will stop ot B and the F-number on
the meter should be set by turning the speed dial on the meter.
Take the reading of the correct exposure time on this dial.
Mow, release the shutter at the Basetting for the time interval
indicated.

While the Nikon exposure meter hos been designed primarily
to meosure reflected light it con be used for incident light
readings. When used for incident light readings the opal
plate (s) furnished should by inserted in front of the meter
(and the booster).



When infra-red picture is token, the distonce setting obtained
by means of double image coincidence through the combined
view.ond ronge-finder hos to be rectified before shooting.
This is done by maving out the lens slightly, until the focused
paint on the distonce scole comes to the position as indicoted

in the following table, according fo the lens being vsed ;

F: 2 Up to 2.8 scale line on the right-

atendard hond side [the lens toward
S0mm F: 1.4 Up to 4 you) of the depth of field
lenses scole of the comera (see

F: 1.1| Up to 5.6 pelow)

Interchangeable Up to R marked red dots or lines on
other lenses the lens borrels

Here are shown (figure 37) by the crrows, for the focused
point 20 feet (for exemple), the omounts ond the direction to
be revolved of the lenses S0mm F: 20, F: 1.4 and F: 1.1,

when taking infra-red piclure.

23 -

Filter Mount

Mikon filters are evaoiloble either in screw.in mount or in series
type rated after Americon Stondaerd Series System.

straw-in filters are vsed with snop-on Nikon lens hoods ond
with snop.on Nikon caps. Series type filters should be used
with screw-mount MNikon lens hoods or their adopter ring

inserts.

Size of Filter

Choose the filter of correct

size for your Mikkor lens con- Snr'nml;q::n-- —| Nikkor Lenses
sulting the right-hand table, cs Tyna | Trod in Mikos Mownt
satisfactory results moy not | M - d5mm ¥, 4
3 Vi 43 28mm F . 1.3
clways be ensured with other T FE) 35mm F, 1.8
mokes, . g. unsuitable filter R 43 35mm F, 2.5
. . Wi 43 Admm Fo 3.5
be lioble to vignette the —_— a3 C—
picture corners, scraich the | v | 43 Elmm F o 1.4
lens surfoce, etc. _V1 | 403 | YmmF.32
W = B5mm F, 1.5
Filter Factor M 44 Somm F. 2
i} -] 105mm F, 2.5
Correct filter fectors depend 1 | 43 'lgu-'-r- Fi,35
. Y — 1 Fi 2.3
vpon coaler of light end color 1[': — :|'54:I:: F: =
sensitivity of film uvsed, but 10mm — 500mm F, 5

the figures indicated here cre
accurate enough for normal purposes when using o stondord
medium speed panchromatic film.

Denomination Filter Foctors
Designation engraved on , Artificial Light
| the filter Doylight | ﬂunw-n'!‘
| Light | Y43, Yd4, Y45 .5 | 1
Yellow | Medium | YEF, Y4B, Y49 1.7 1.2
| Daork ¥51, ¥52, ¥53 2 . 1.3
| Orange 055, 054, O57 3 I 2.5
Red RS9, R0, RSI & I
Light X0 2 | 1.7
Green | pork %1 ; | 2
Ultra.Violet L38, L39, LD | | 1
;| ND4x ND4X 4 |
MNeuvtral | wpax NDEX g |
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The MNikon camera 53 is equipped with o built.in view finder
in which the exoct view fields for normal 50mm, wide angle
35mm and telephoto 105mm lenses are indicated.

When using o Mikkor lens of other focal length than the above
lenses, the special view finder to svit the lens or @ universal

view finder becomes necessory which cen be ottoched on top

of camera.

Individual View Finder

Eoch tor 25mm®, 28mm, B5mm or 135mm lens (Figure 38) is
attoched on the occessory shoe of the Mikon comera. Paoral-
lax correction is provided for the telephoto finder.
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*The individual finder for 25mm lens is supplied with the lens
o5 a unit,

Universal View Finder

While an individual view finder is good for some one type of
focal length only, on universal view finder is designed for

universal duty for all of the types of lens from 28mm through
133mm.

There are two types of universal finder, the one is of vari-
focal type and the other of varifrome type.

When 28mm lens is used, put on attachment lens on the finder
front, the indicator being set at 3.5. The attachment lens is
available on order.

.

The outside ports of the camera body should be cleanad with

a piece of soft linen,

To clean the inside of the comera body, use o soft hair brush
or a handblower with care, but not o fraoying cloth. Keep
the film pressure plate clean,

To clean lens surface, first, remove dust with a feather or
hondblower, ond then use tissue poper or soft washed-out
linen.

When removing the lens from the camera be extremely
coreful not to scratch the lens surfece.

Alcohol should be used sparingly, os an excess of it may find
its way to the balsem layer and impair the quality of the
lens.

Do not try to dismontle the lens. If there is any question
concerning the lens, refer to your Dealer or to the monufac-
turer.

Don't oil the mechanism. The foctory is using o speciol oil
which does not permit to be mixed with ordinary oil.

High grade optical glass may sometimes contein small bubbles.

These bubbles present in a lens do not interfere with lens
quality and have no bad effect on the pictures.

Cooted lens surfoces may sometimes show slight "slicks’' when
viewed by reflected light. These "slicks” have no effect on
transmitted light ond will not affect picture quality. A
careful cleaning will usvally remove them.
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After putting the camera in the
case [(figure 43), fasten the
locking screw nut found on the
bottom.

This nut is also threoded o it
can be ottoched to o Iripod
without removing the camera
from the case,

The evereody cose permits the
use of camera by simply
detaching its snop-on  front
only.

To detach the front (figure 44)
use your thumb to pry up the
snop-on either end. Do not
try to remove the front by
simply pulling.

To attach, reverse the above
procedure. Do not press down
on the snop-on buttons but slip
the snaps on the bottom of the

cose into the sockets on the removable front, slantwise, ond

then, press down (figure 45).

@ When the camera is carried in the eveready case, be

sure to fasten the locking nut screw fitted on the bottom

of the cose, so that the camera will not drop out.

The lens must not be turned ogoinst the sun ot any
time. The shutter curtain moy be scorched by the

focused image of the sun.

When camera is not in use, the lens focusing wheel
should be located at the infinity position. The shutter
and self-timer should not be kept in @ wound position

for any length of time.

Do not lose the guarantee cord which bears the seriol
numbers of the comera and lens. [t is also odvisable
to keep o record of these serial numbers in the event

that you lose the comera or lens,

Item MNa.
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