Brief run-down of camera features

1. Automatic frame counter (p. 21)
2. Rapid winding lever (p. 10)

3. Shutter speed index (p. 10)

4. Film speed setting (p. 15)

5. Release button (p. 10)

6. Shutter speed dial {p. 10)

7. Red lens locating mark (p. 8)
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8 Bayonet lock button (p. 6)
9 Accessory shoe with hot-shoe
contact (p. 23)
10 Depth of field scale (p. 14)
11 Aperture ring and scale (p. 11)
12 Focusing mount and distance scale
(p. 11)

13 Rangefinder window (p. 12)

19 Base plate locking latch (p. 20)

14 llluminating window for bright-line 20 Tripod bush, 1/4"

frames (p. 12)
15 Viewfinder window (p. 12)
16 Carrying strap eyelets (p. 17)
17 Finder eyepiece (p. 9)
18 Rewind crank (p. 22)

21 Film rewind release button (p. 22)
22 Fllm type indicator (p. 22)



FAtting the lens

First remave the body cap from the
cameara body by depressing the bayo-
net lock button (8), and turning the
cap to the left, then lift out.

To fit alens, first line up the red locating
mark (7) on the lens mount opposite
the bayonet lock button (B) with its red
mark. Insert the lens and turn to the
right to engage the bayonet lock. An
audible click is produced when the lens
is securely seated. Always change len-
ses in the shade (shelter camera with
your body if necessary).

Fitting the camrying strap

Removing the lens

Grip the lens by the fixed rear ring (107,
press the bayonet lock button (8), turn
the lens to the left and lift out.

When using lenses from the LEICA M
system, note the information leaflet
Mo. 120-50.

Holding your CL

First thread the strap supplied with tha
camera (Order No. 14 194) into the
non-slip pad. Then push the plain end
of the strap (or of the wrist strap, Order
No. 14 197) through the two eyelets
(16) in the side of the camera and pull
through the buckle at the other end of
the strap. Adjust the strap to a comfort-
able length.

For a steady three-point support, grip
the camera with the right hand so that
the index finger is on the release but-
ton or shutter speed dial and the thumb
against the rapid winding lever, Use th.
left hand either to support the lens from
bedow for rapid focusing and aperture
adjustment, or to grip the left side of
the camera. In addition, press the
LEICA firmly against your forehead.
For vertical shots simply tumn the ca-
mera 80 . Keep the same grip on the
camera as for horizontal shots.




The bright-line view- and rangefinder
The combined bright-line finder systemn
of the LEICA CL is coupled with the
lens. It incorporates a rangefinder, and
serves as a highquality viewfinder,
The meter measuring field is a circle
1/3 the height of the frame in use. For

Cn fitting 40mm, S0mm or 90mm len-
ses the comesponding brightdine
frame automatically appears in the fin-
der. The 40mm frame is always visible.
With a 40mm lens on the camera, the
50mm frame also remains in view.

A scale above the finder area shows
the selected shutter speed.

The exposure meter neadie is visible
at the right of the finder field To set
tha correct exposure, this meter noedia
must be centered inside the rectangu-
Ercut-wtattheﬁghthandedgenﬂm
nder.
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The rapid-winding lever (2) advances
the film by one frame with every full
lever movement. At the same time the
lever tensions the shutter and auto-
matically advances the frame counter.

The release button (5) has a thread to
take a cable release (Ordar No. 14 067),
Press the release button gently - with-
out jerking - until a soft click indicates
that the shutter has tripped.

The distance scale

The distance scale (12) shows the
distance 1o which the lens is sel In
conjunction with the depth-of-field
scale (10) it also shows the depth of
the zone of sharpness. The distance is
also important when calculating flash
exposures from flash guide numbers
All distances are measured from the
film plane, i. e, the back of the camera.

The shutter speed dial (6) selects the
exposure time. You can adjust it before
or after tensioning the shutter. It en-
gages at all marked speeds from 111000
to /2 and B (time exposures of any
length). Intermediate speeds can be
set, and are fully operative, in the whole
range except batween 1/30 and 1/60
second. The setting indax (3) for the
shutter speed is on the top of the ca-
mera body. When using flash units set
the dial to 1/80 second {engraved in
yvellow) or to a slower speed (See also
flash table on page 23).

The aperture scale

Aperture values are internationally
standardized and arranged so that the
amount of light reaching the film is
halved every time you stop down from
one aperture value to the naxt Each
aperture interval is equivalent to the
interval between two speeds on the
shutter speed dial (6). Like the shutter
speed dial, the lens aperture ring (11)
clicks into position at each marked
setling - and also at half stop intervals,
With a litle practice you can thus
identify aperture settings in the dark,



Focusing
The rangefinder field appears in the
center of the finder as a bright and

Double image = unsharp

Broken and double line = unsharp

Ject through the finder and turn the lens
focusing mount {12) until the two ima-
ges fuse into one

Split image focusing: Sight an edge or
other clear outline and turn the focus-
ing mount (12) until the broken outline
appears continuous in the rangefinder
fiedd. This is the more accurate and
hence the preferable method of focus-
ng.

Single image = sharp

Continuous single line = sharp
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The depth-of-field scale

The LEICA CL lenses have a fixed ring
with a depth-of-field scale (10). a rotat-
ing focusing mount with distance scale
(12) and an aperture ring (11).

The lens reproduces al maximum
sharpness a subject plane (parallel to
the film plane) on which the lens is
actually focused Optimum sharpness
gradually falls off in front of and behind
this subject plane, but within a certain
zone the image appears acceplably
sharp. This depth-offiedd zonedepends
on the subject distance, the focal
length of the lens and the aperture

The exposure meter

For accurate exposuré measurement
you must set the correct film speed on
the film speed dial,

The film speed dial (4) shows equiva-
lant ASA and DIN spoed values in two
windows. To set the speed, lightly press
down the button (4) and turn it to bring
the appropriate speed value opposite
the index mark in the window. You can
sel hilm speeds from ASA 25 to 1600 or
1510 33 DIN

For meter readings the shutter must
be tensioned (cocked) and the rapid
winding lever (2) pulled slightly out of

used. Stopping down increases the
depth-of-field, opening the irs dia-
phragm decreases it

The depth-of-field scale shows the
depth-of-field at any distance setting
of the lens.

It, for instance, you focus the 40mm,
SUMMICRON-C 1/2 lens on 5 meters
or 16 1/2 feet (between the 10 and 25
foot marks on the distance scale) the
depth of field at {74 extends from about
4 meters to 10 meters (13 1/2 to 33
feat). , with the same distance satting,
you stop down o /11, the depth ex-
tends from about 2.5 melers (81/2 feet)
o infinity,

Exact depth-of-field values are listed
in the depth-of-field table Mo, 110-57,

its rest position. After releasing, the
meter needle may move in the finder
but no exposure readings are possible,
Hold the camera horizontally for ex-
posure readings. The LEICA CL expo-
sure meter measures  selectively
through the lens, i. e, it reads a central
image portion. Use the rangefinder
area as a guide 1o the measuring field.
This rangefinder field, extended to a
full circle, shows the measuring area
with the 90mm lens on the camera.
With the 40mm lens the measuring
area is about twice as large within the
finder field. We have deliberately not



included additional markings o avoid
cluttering up the finder,

The meter needle of the bullt-in expos-
ure meter appears to the right of the
finder. The exposure is correctly set
when the meter needle is lined up with
tha central rectangular cut-out at the
right finder edge. This is controlled by
the lens aparture ring (11) and the shut-
ter speed dial (6). You can preselect
either the expasure time or the apert-
ure, Il a red signal appears at the right-
hand side ¢f the finder on adjusting the
shutter speed dial, switch to a suitable
faster speed (shorter time) to make the
red signal disappear. Then stop down
or open the lens aperture to center the
meter needie in the rectangular cut-
ot If you cannot center the needla, the
available light is inadequate for a read-
Ing.

The selected shutter speed is always
visible on a scale above the finder area.
Selective measurement of a cenfral
image area with the LEICA CL makes
close-up readings - essential for many
subject conditions - possible at normal
distances. As a general rule, measure

In the illustrations one landscape has
alarge sky area while the other includes
only foreground. Yet both need the
SEME eXposure; so measura a mediume-
tone area in both cases.

the spot on which you focus,

Selective light metering also copes with
problems of unbalanced brightness
distribution, e. g. predominant light or
dark areas.

;TR

When shooting snow scenes in sun-
light, measure an area of snow in the
shade, or sight the subject so that the
measuring field takes in approximately
equal areas of snow and shadow,

The circles marked in the ilustrations
show examples of preferred areas for
selective readings.
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Testing the battery

The built-in exposure meter is powered
by a 1.35 volt mercury oxide cell. Use
a Mallory PX 625 button cell or equival-
ent cells of other makes - e, g Varta
Pertrix 7002 or Mallory Mational H-D.
To test the battery hold the camera
horizontally and view through the fin-
der. Turn the shutter speed dial (6) to
make a pointer appear in the cut-out
in the top right-hand corner of the find-
ef. Press the battery test button (23).
If the meter needle now moves into the
central rectangular cut-out at the right
of the finder, the battery is serviceable.

Open the camera back (see page 22).
The button cell is now visible just below
the film take-up spool for easy chang-
ing.

Do your battery test before changing
film!

Using filters

To fit Series 65 filters, unscrew the
lens hood, place the filter in position
and secura it by screwing the hood
in again (Mote: screw thread at the
fromt of the lens is not the same as the
LEICA E 38 filter thread)
Through-the-lens metering generally
allows for the filter factor. Films how-
ever differ in their spectral response;
hence the readings may not be fully
reliable with very dense filters. For in-
stance with an orange filter the expo-
sure must be increased by one stop,
with a red filter by about two stops.
Mo precise values can be quoted, as
the red-sensitivity of black-and-white
films can vary appreciably,
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Loading the film

First check that the camera is empty
by turning the rewind crank (18} in the
direction of the arrow. If you feel a re-
sistance, procead as indicated on page

22,

The LEICA CL only takes films In cart-
ridges with a standardized spoal, hav-
ing lugs inside both ends.

To load the film, unfold the base plate
latch (199 and turn to the left. The whole
camera back and base plate can then
be pulled off and remain attached to
the carrying strap. Fold away the pres-
sure plate to open the film track. The

ter each time.

After the second transport movement
gently tension the film by turning the
rewind crank {18) in the direction of
the arrow.

The film advances correctly if the re-
wind crank (18) rotates during opera-
tion of the winding lever. Advance the
film (after releasing the shutter) once
more; the automatc frame counter (1)
now indicates MNo. 1 and the camera
is ready for the first exposure. The
frame counter (1) only operates if the
camera back was comectly locked in
position.

fiim leader can be = bul need not be -
trimmed. Push the film leader obliguely
from above over ane of the lugs of the
take-up spool, as shown in the illustra-
tion. Then Insert the cartridge in the
empty film chamber. Check that the
film edge runs parallel to the film track
On carefully operating the rapid-wind-
ing lever (2) the sprockets of the trans-
post shaft must engage the perforation
holes of the film. Fold down the pressu-
re plate and push the camera back on
again, Lock by turning the base plate
latch (19) and fold down. Advance the
film by two frames, releasing the shut-

After loading the film remember also
to set the correct film speed (see
page 15).



The film type indicator
The film type indicator (22) in the ca-
mera base can be set to the type of
film loaded in the camera, indicated
by the following symbols:
= = black-and-white film
= daylight type reversal color film
= artificial light type reversal color
film
NE = negative color film

Unloading the film

Once the last frame is exposed, the
rapid-winding lever (2) can no longer
be operated. The film now needs re-
winding, Press the rewind release
button (21) to disengage the transport,
unfold the rewind crank (18), and turn
in the direction of the arrow. Keep turn-
ing until you feel a slight resistance,
then rotate the crank by a further turn
to wind the film fully back into the
cartridge.

Open the camera and remove the film
cartridge.
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Rash s FRash table
The LEICA CL can be used with all flash ~ Electronic flash B to 1/60 second
units equipped with a hot-shoe contact.  Fash bulbs:
Push the unit intp the accessory shoe M2
(9); this automatically synchronizes the AG 1 B to 1/30 second
flash with the camera. The accessory AG 3
shoe also takes commercial synchron-  Flash cubes

izing adapters for flash units with a
cable link. For electronic flash set any
shutter speed between 1/60 second
{marked in yellow) and B.



Care of your LEICA CL and its lenses

Accessories

a colorless UVa filter (Caution: In cer-

Avoid leaving your LEICA in bright sun-
sluma. Bspeciwlr with the lens facing

lens could then ect as a
mﬁ'ﬂleﬂﬂmmmbudy
ghutter by using the lens cap, or
the camera in its case or
in the shade, away from ex-
hﬂﬂ,

ST

Interchangeable lenses

The two lensas specially provided for
your LEICA CL are a 40mm SUMMI-
CROMN-C 112 (Order No. 11 542) and
the 90mm ELMAR®-C /4 (Order No.

11 5400,

The bayonet lens mount is identical to
that of the LEICA M models. This allows
the use of numerous lenses from the

LEICA M system.

Fur further information see the leaflet

Mo, 120-50.
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Cases

Use the aver-ready case (Order Mo
14 542) 10 hold the LEICA CL with the
40mm SUMMICRON®-C 1/2 lens. The
carmrying strap or wrist strap goes
through tha openings provided in the
case 50 that the latter also hangs on
the strap.

In addition an attractive and compact
combination case (Order Mo, 14 825)
is available to hoid the LEICA CL with
two lenses

Enlargers

To make the most of the high perfor-
mance of a camera such as the LEICA
you need an enlarger of equal quality.
Two proved top-guality LEITZ enlargers
with automatic focusing have been
available for many years: The FOCO-
MAT lc as a 35mm enlarger, and the
FOCOMAT” lic to take all negative sizes
from 12 x 17mm to 2 1/2 x 31/2 inches
(B x 9 cmj).

Detailed literature on request.



After-sales service
If your camera should ever need atten-

tion, our service is at your disposal,
Write to the LEITZ agency in your

ermany
During the guarantee period we shall
rapair any faults without charge, prowvi-
ded these are not caused by improper
use. When returning any item, always
include the guarantee card completed
by your photo dealer. A list of LEITZ
agencies and authorized service cen-
ters is enclosed with every LEICA CL.

The international LEITZ guarantes
Our products are manufactured to ex-
ceptionally high quality standards and
tested at every production stage by
experienced specialists. The inter-
national LEITZ guarantee warrants per-
fect quality and expert processing of
the raw materials, maticulous work-
"r;?i:mp in assembly and reliable ope-
M.
Mechanical and optical components
are guarantesd for two years (elactri-
cal companants for ana year) from the
date of purchase certified by a LEICA
dealer. A guarantee card with the serial
number of the unit entered on it is
enclosed with every LEICA CL and
every LEICA lens, +
Keap thesa guarantes cards in a safe
place.

“LEICA FOTOGRAFIE" magazine

A wvoucher for a free copy of LEICA
FOTOGRAFIE" is enclosed with every
LEICA This is a topical magazine of
miniature camera technigue available
in English, French and German. Please
send the completed voucher direct to:
Urnechau-Verlag

D-6 FRANKFURT/Main

Stuttgarter Strafe 18-24

‘West Germany





